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Calculation Policy:  
Maths at St. Mary’s 
St. Mary’s curriculum follows the Mastery approach and we aim to…   

 Teach less, learn more: less teacher talk and more evidencing work and progress.    

 Ensure that no child is left behind: all children are enabled to keep up every day.    

 Provide space and time to experience and apply, with all children entitled to additional support to ensure they do not fall behind or to go deeper.    

 Use real life applications wherever possible to make learning relevant and not abstract; nothing should be taught without a purpose.    

 Teach all children in class, together, most of the time.    

 Organise children working in mixed ability pairs/groups.    

 Give verbal feedback during lessons and intervention sessions, shortened comments in books and more ticking of correct concepts.    

 Spend longer on one idea.    

 Give children who need it additional support during same day intervention sessions.   
 

 

Early Years Maths 
In Nursery and Reception, we use Number Sense to deliver the number teaching of the Statutory Framework alongside the Numberblocks and NCETM resources.  

 

Our non-number teaching is carefully mapped out across the year using the following resources as guidance to support planning the provision.  

Spatial reasoning (covering shape and space): Early Childhood Maths Group materials https://earlymaths.org/spatial-reasoning/ 

Pattern: https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/ey-pattern/ 

Measures: https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/ey-measures/ 

 

 

In Nursery and Reception the children have daily maths inputs lasting about 15 minutes that have a strong focus on talk and reasoning and encouraging children to look for patterns. Beyond 

this session, the teacher carefully plans continuous provision and provocation activities that support the number and non-number focuses.  

 

The teacher will plan for one or two sessions of teacher led activities, where each child will take part and engage in practical, talk based activities that occasionally will lead to written 

outcomes but shall be carefully monitored by the teacher as to whether any child requires further targeted support.  

 

Alongside the daily maths sessions, there will be daily mathematical routines that help the children develop their maths understanding. Some examples of these daily routines are; 

Counting songs, register on a /daily tens frame, Numberblocks episodes, daily ‘name the day/month’ calendar activities etc 

 

 

 

 

https://earlymaths.org/spatial-reasoning/
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/ey-pattern/
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/ey-measures/
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Key Stage 1 Maths 
In Year 1 & Year 2 we follow the NCETM Prioritisation Curriculum. This resource covers the National Curriculum (apart from 'Roman numerals' and 

'Constructing and presenting data’ which has been addressed and added to the school’s long term plans) however lends a focus to the ‘priority areas’ known 

as the Ready-to- Progress Criteria from the DfE guidance.  

 

Each Unit is crafted by the teachers using the NCETM PowerPoints as a starting point and additional resources such as Third Space Learning. Low threshold, 

high ceiling activities are designed across each year group and at different points to allow the children to delve deeper into each area and encourage the use 

of mathematical thinking and vocabulary.  

 

To build fact fluency in KS1, Number sense is delivered daily for 15 minutes which focuses on a systematic and structured approach to develop children’s 

understanding of number and number relationships in addition and subtraction. Below you will find the Calculation Strategies the children will be taught 

within the programme and encouraged to use throughout their years at St. Mary’s. (page 3) 

In addition to Number Sense, daily Mathematical routines such as; Third Space ‘Fluent in Five’ Activities, Tens Frame Registers etc are visited to highlight the 

ubiquity of Mathematics.  
 

Key Stage 2 
As with Key Stage 1, Key Stage 2 also follow the NCETM Prioritisation Curriculum focusing on the ‘Priority areas’ and is carefully mapped out to ensure 

progression. In addition to this, Year 3 & 4 teach Roman Numerals as a separate unit (using Third Space Resources) and within History lessons.  

Constructing and Presenting Data is delivered through Third Space learning with consideration to any skills needed in Science Units; where the teacher will 

ensure the children are taught the necessary skills before the science lesson so the application of these skills doesn’t hinder the science focus.  

In Year 3 & Year 4, the Number Sense Times Tables Programme is followed. This is a highly visual approach to learning the essential Multiplication and 

Division facts and concepts. It focuses on teaching the 36 essential facts and then using them to know the commutative multiplication facts and the inverse 
division facts. For children moving into Year 5 & 6 who need additional time to learn the times tables facts, the teachers use the Number sense Intervention 

Programme either as a class or individually to address any gaps.  

 

An example of the 36 facts can be seen below on page 4.  

 

Daily Mathematical routines in Key Stage 2 include; Third Space ‘Fluent in Five’, Third Space Daily Maths Challenge and Review/Retrieve activities focusing on 

the 4 Operations.  
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Calculation Policy 

To ensure there is progression built within the Maths curriculum, St. Mary’s has adopted the White Rose Calculation policy. Below you 

will see models and images to support each concept for the four operations. There is also a glossary to support the key language used 

within school.  

 

Examples of the models and tools used in school are followed by the key concepts taught in each year group. 
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